Cycling Connection Ride Etiquette

Rev. E

Introductory commentary: Cycling Connection recognizes that all riders want to have enjoyable yet safe rides. We have therefore put together the following ride guidelines to help ensure the enjoyment and safety of all. These guidelines are the responsibility of all members to know and follow at ALL times! 

1. We will stop at ALL red lights including “T” intersections. 

2. Do not roll through red lights at any time! Commentary: Cyclists rolling into intersections or around corners trying to go around lights become obstacles to cars and a safety threat to all other riders!

3. Riders approaching a stop sign should slow at a minimum; if cross traffic is at or within 50 feet of a stop sign riders stop to allow the right of way.

4. Never, under any circumstance, should anyone cross the center line of the road, (i.e. riding on the wrong side of the road.)

5. Cyclists should be aware of their surroundings at all times including other cyclists and cars. If a group of riders riding two or more a-breast become an obstruction to cars that can not pass someone should yell out “car back” signaling the group to move into a formation (single file) that will allow cars to pass safely.

6. Although we are allowed to be in the traffic lanes, groups of riders should never occupy more than one lane.  Commentary: Give cars somewhere to go. We should not be interrupting the flow of traffic.

7. Point and/or call out obstacles in the road. Commentary: Leaves or pebbles in the road are not considered an obstacle. The general rule is that if something is big enough to cause a flat or take a rider down it should be pointed out! If not then not.

8. Riders should never lap another rider’s wheel and stay there. Commentary: If you lap a wheel in front of you in an attempt to pass but can not you should drop behind the lead rider.

9. Always hold your line, when maneuvering point or call out you intensions after looking to ensure that your intended move is clear. Commentary: Communicate!

10. Always no matter how many times you’ve done a specific ride point and/or call out turns. Commentary: We frequently have cyclists join rides that are not familiar with various turns.

11. No earphones on our rides. Commentary: For safety reasons you should be using all your senses on group rides and this includes your hearing. Ear phones are a distraction!

End commentary: At some point all riders are required to make decisions for both themselves and riders around them. When an approaching light changes lead riders are required to make decisions however sometimes lights change with part of some part of a group through the light. At this point someone in the group needs to be a leader and make a safe call for those behind themself and call out stopping and stop so as to not lead others through a red light!

